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and who promised to renounce the world when the term of the service and
commission in which he was then employed should be elapsed. During
this interval Martin was so entirely taken up with the obligations of his
baptism that he had little more than the name of a soldier, and expressed
much impatience at being detained one moment from devoting himself
solely to the divine service. Upon an irruption which the Germans made
into Gaul, the troops were assembled to march against them and a donative
was distributed amongst the soldiers. Martin thought it would be un-
generous and unjust to receive the donative when he had thoughts of quitting
the service. He therefore begged that his donative might be bestowed on
some other person, and asked his dismission that he might give himself up
totally to the service of Christ- He was told that it was for fear of the
battle that was expected next day that he desired his dismission. Martin,
with surprising intrepidity, offered to be placed in the front without arms,
saying, " In the name of the Lord Jesus, and protected not by a helmet
and buckler, but by the sign of the cross, I will thrust myself into the
thickest squadrons of the enemy without fear." That night the barbarians
demanded and obtained peace; upon which Martin easily procured leave
to retire, after having served in the army about five years according to the
most probable account.

St Martin, having quitted the camp, went to St Hilary, who had been
made Bishop of Poitiers in the year 353 or 354.   That great prelate soon
became acquainted with the saint's extraordinary merit and, in order to
fix him in his diocese, would fain have ordained him deacon, but was not
able to overcome his humility and was obliged to be content only to make
him exorcist.    Martin was very desirous to pay his parents a visit in
Pannonia;   for which he obtained the leave of St Hilary, who made him
promise he would return to him again.    In crossing the Alps he fell into
the hands of a company of robbers, and one of them lifted up his sword
over his head to kill him;   but another held his arm.    They admired his
modesty and intrepidity and asked him who he was, and whether he was
not struck with fear at the sight of a sword lifted up to kill him.    He
answered that he was a Christian, and that he had never been more calm
and secure than under that danger, because he certainly knew that the
divine goodness is always most ready to protect us in life or in death, and
is never more present to us than in the greatest dangers;  but said he was
only grieved that they, by the lives which they led, deprived themselves of
the mercy of Christ.   The robbers listened to him, admired the courage
and confidence in God which virtue inspires, and he who had attempted
to kill the saint put him in his road, became a Christian, led a penitential
religious life in a monastery, and himself afterwards related this circum-
stance,    Martin continued his journey through Milan into Pannonia, and
converted his mother and many others;   but his father remained in his